Teleconferencing bridges two oceans and shrinks the surgical world.
Endoscopic surgery has led to changes in surgical practice which may rival the introduction of anesthesia and antibiotics in significance. As a result, an exciting synergy has rapidly emerged between technology and clinical practice. However, questions of training, credentialing, and patient safety have been raised as traditional procedures have been adapted to the minimally invasive approach and new ones are described. Many surgeons have been reluctant to venture beyond laparoscopic cholecystectomy. Halting first efforts at advanced procedures may prolong operative times, increase risk, and raise costs. Older methods of surgical education are not adequate to meet the current need (Fig. 1).